
The Will Future 

Note: when speaking we use the contractions: 

I will = I’ll // you will = you’ll // he will = he’ll // she will = she’ll // it will = 
it’ll  

we will = we’ll // you will = you’ll // they will = they’ll 

will not = won’t  

We also use contractions for informal writing like emails to friends and 
colleagues. When you write a formal text, like a job application letter, you 
MUST use full forms. 

When we speak we also use contractions such as the following: 

John’ll be home by six. 

The dog’ll be sick if you let it eat that. 

The hotel’ll be closed by the time we get there. 

The house’ll be empty all summer. 

etc. 

But you should NEVER write like this. 

Positive Negative Question

• I will help. 
• You will help. 
• He will help. 
• She will help. 
• It will help. 
• You will help 
• We will help. 
• They will help.

• I will not help. 
• You will not help. 
• He will not help. 
• She will not help. 
• It will not help. 
• You will not help 
• We will not help. 
• They will not help.

• Will I help? 
• Will you help? 
• Will he help? 
• Will she help? 
• Will it help? 
• Will we help? 
• Will you help? 
• Will they help?



USE 1 Will for predictions 

!  
We use the Will Future for predictions based on our knowledge of the world 
and/or on our past experience of the world. 

• It’ll rain tomorrow. 

• Manchester United will probably win the Premiership title again this year.  

• The Labour Party will undoubtedly win the election next year.  

• It’ll be spring soon. 

• The weather will start getting warmer now.  

• She won’t come to the party, she never goes out. 



USE 2: Will to say what you think will happen in the future 

!  

We use the Will Future with the verb ‘to think’ to give our opinion about a 
future event.  

• I think it’ll rain later. 

• I think that things will get worse before they get better. 

• I think he’ll get the job. 
Note: when giving a negative opinion, the negative word goes with ‘think’ and 
NOT with ‘will’. 

• I don’t think I’ll pass the exam. 

• I don’t think Russia will invade Poland. 

USE 3: ‘Will’ for spontaneous decisions 
We use the Will Future for spontaneous decisions (idecisions made in the 
moment of  speaking). 

• I’ll have the salmon (when choosing a dish from a menu). 

• I know! I’ll get John to help me. 

USE 4: ‘Will’ on the phone 
We often use the Will Future when talking on the phone. 

• I’ll put you through // I’ll connect you. 

• I’ll see if he’s available. 

• I’ll just put you on hold. 

• I’ll ask her to call you back. 

• I’ll just read that back to you.  

USE 5: ‘Will’ for promises and threats 
We use the Will Future when we make a promise or a threat. 

• I’ll love you until the end of time. 

• I’ll have it done by Monday latest. 

• I’ll give it to you tomorrow. 

• I’ll kill you. 

• I’ll destroy you. 



USE 6: ‘Will’/’Shall’ for offers 
We use the Will Future when we offer to do something for someone and ‘shall’ 
in the interrogative when we ask someone if they would like us to do 
something for them. 
Examples 

• I’ll carry that for you. // Shall I carry that for you? 
• Don’t worry, I’ll get it. // Shall I get it?* 
• I’ll cook tonight. // Shall I cook tonight? 
• I’ll give you a lift // Shall I give you a lift? 

*said when the phone is ringing - many languages use the present simple 
here, this is NOT correct in English). 

USE 6: ‘Will’ with ‘be’ 

We typically use the Will Future with the verb ‘to be’ - often in preference to 
other future forms.  

• I will be in London tomorrow. 

• There will be 50 people at the party. 

• The meeting will be at 9.30 am. 



USE 7: ‘Will’ to express certainty / probability / doubt 
We use the Will Future to express certainty.  

• It’ll only take ten minutes. 

• I’m sure he’ll be here soon. 

• We won’t be waiting long. 

• It will take about an hour to get there.  

• He’ll certainly do well in life.  

We use the Will Future to express probability.  

• He’ll probably pass the exam. 

• Maybe I’ll come later. 

• I’ll probably arrive at about 7pm.  

We use the Will Future to express doubt.  

• I doubt he’ll pass. 

• I’m not sure I’ll be able to come to the party. 

USE 8: ‘Will’ (in the negative form) to express unwillingness. 
We use the Will Future (in the negative form) to express unwillingness. 

• I won’t leave until I’ve seen the manager. 

• The baby won’t eat his food. 

• He won’t tell me what’s wrong.  

• She won’t fly, she’s too scared. 

USE 9: ‘Will’ in the first conditional. 
We typically use the Will Future in first conditional sentences (not always!!!). 
• If it rains, I’ll take an umbrella. 

• I wont be late if the plane leaves on time. 

• If she comes to the party, I’ll be amazed.  



No Future in Time Clauses 
Like all future forms, the Will Future cannot be used in clauses beginning with 
time expressions such as: when, while, before, after, by the time, as soon as, 
if, unless, etc. We use the Present Simple instead. 

• When you will arrive tonight, we will go out for dinner. Not Correct 
• When you arrive tonight, we will go out for dinner. Correct 

Will with no future meaning 
Sometimes we use the Will Future with no future meaning at all.  
For habit:  
A cat will always find a warm place to sleep. 

To describe a state of affairs: 
My car won't go any faster than this. 

For deduction: 
• I expect he'll want us to get on with it. 
• The phone's ringing. That will be Mark. 

ADVERB PLACEMENT 
The examples below show the placement for grammar adverbs such as: 
always, only, never, ever, still, just, etc. 

• You will never help him. 
• Will you ever help him? 

ACTIVE / PASSIVE 
• John will finish the work by 5:00 PM. Active 
• The work will be finished by 5:00 PM. Passive 


